
 Castle Cary Town Council 
The Market House 

Market Place 
Castle Cary 

BA7 7AH 
Telephone: 01963 359631 

Email: town.clerk@castle-cary.co.uk 
Website: www.castle-cary.co.uk 

MINUTES OF CASTLE CARY TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
held on Monday 21st February 2022 at 7.00pm 

 
Present:  Judi Morison (Chair), Margaret Bebbington, Philippa Biddlecombe, Kenneth Gray, Pek 

Peppin, Sally Snook, Bob Sherrard, Rob Worth 
 
In attendance: Lisa Davis (Clerk) 
 Mike Lewis (County Councillor) 

Kevin Messenger (District Councillor) 
18 members of the public 

 
19:00 – Open session 
 
The meeting started at 19:20 
 
A resident of Castle Cary spoke about the development at Foxes Run, although they did not object 
to the development they object to the impact on Bridgwater Buildings and raised concerns. The 
existing parking issues would increase and many residents would have to move because there 
would be no parking near Bridgwater Buildings. The development would be discriminatory for older 
residents. 
 
A resident of Castle Cary raised further concerns about the development at Foxes Run and the 
impact on Bridgwater Buildings, in particular the structure of Bridgwater Buildings and the 
dangerous traffic issues that the development will create. 
 
Another resident spoke about their concerns regarding the TRO for the Foxes Run application and 
noted that to date there did not appear to be a TRO application on the SSDC website. The resident 
would be keen to know the legal situation to vary a planning condition which would create a 
hazardous traffic situation. 
 
A resident who has recently moved to Castle Cary raised concerns about the Foxes Run 
development and particularly the traffic at the front of their property. They also noted that trees have 
been removed, although local residents stopped the contractors from going into the Conservation 
Area. They reported that they had been in contact with SSDC, Environment Agency and Somerset 
rivers Authority about their concerns relating to the protection of the environment and safety of 
children. 
 
A resident of Brookfields, Castle Cary raised concerns about the safety of small children in the area. 
The play area nearby is regularly used and concerns were raised that Mill Lane/Brookfields would 
become a rat run if the development goes ahead. They also raised concerns that no TRO had been 
submitted despite the need for building works to commence within three weeks. It was noted that 
with the bird nesting season starting soon, ecological monitoring was needed. 
 
2021 
 
TC155 Apologies for absence 

Nick Crowley, Bob Gilbey, Henry Hobhouse and Penny Steiner had sent their apologies. 
 

TC156 Declarations of personal or pecuniary interests - no Councillors had interests to declare. 
 

mailto:town.clerk@castle-cary.co.uk
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TC157 To approve the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Monday 17th January to 
be signed by the Chair at a later time. 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the meeting 
on Monday 17th January are approved. 
 

TC158 Co-option – to fill two vacant seats on the Council 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and agreed (7 – for, 1 – abstained, 0 – against) that Steve 
Evans be co-opted onto the Council. 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed that Carly Franklin be co-opted 
onto the Council. 

 
Steve Evans and Carly Franklin joined the meeting as Town Councillors 

 
TC159 Community Learning – to receive a presentation from Kathryn Baker, Somerset Skills 

and Learning about community learning in Castle Cary 
This item was deferred to the next Full Council meeting on 13th March as Kathryn was 
unable to attend. 

 
TC160 Community Safety and Security update 

The crime report for January and Wincanton Neighbourhood Policing team newsletter had 
been circulated. It was noted that there were continuing issues with anti-social behaviour at 
the Church. 
 

TC161 To receive reports, updates and correspondence:  
a) County Councillor: Mike Lewis reported that SCC Full Council would meet on 23 

February. The proposed Council Tax increase is 1.99%. It was noted that the Council 
Tax in Somerset is the 4th lowest in the country. SCC expect to have £23 million in 
general reserves at year end. 

b) District Councillors: Kevin Messenger reported that the phosphate problem is still an 
issue. Kenneth Gray advised that the phosphate problem would not affect the planning 
appeal for 200 houses at Ansford Hill as they are able to offset land. Kevin reported that 
a lot of SSDC staff have been seconded to deal with the new Unitary Authority. A vote 
would be taken at the Full Council meeting on 28 February regarding the continuation of 
virtual meetings.  

c) Dimmer Liaison Group Sally Snook reported that the date of the next meeting had 
been changed to 16 March and unfortunately she was now unable to attend. Kevin 
Messenger advised that he would be happy to attend the meeting and feedback. 

d) Caryford Hall Margaret Bebbington reported that she was unable to attend the last 
meeting. Judi Morison advised that CCTC had not been formally consulted on the 
planning application submitted for Caryford Hall so the Deputy Clerk is following this up 
with SSDC. 

e) Castle Cary Museum Pek Peppin reported that the amended lease had been received 
from Chubb Bullied and was now being checked. It is proposed to re-open the Museum 
at the beginning of April, although it was noted that there is a lot of work to be done to 
get it ready. Pek is meeting with someone to discuss QR codes for the Museum. The 
Town Clerk reported that a funding application had been submitted to SALC. 

f) Update on Key Objectives/Projects Rob Worth reported that the Pavilion Project is 
progressing and regular meetings are continuing to take place. 

g) To review action points from previous meetings 
Nothing to report. 

 
TC162 Chairs’ Report 

a) Correspondence to note 
i) Letter received from The Newt regarding Castle Cary Station access Judi 

Morison advised that a letter had been received from The Newt regarding their 
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concerns about access at the Station. They had requested support from CCTC 
and APC to write to Network Rail and the local MP. Pek Peppin suggested that 
the letter stresses that not only is the Station important but must also 
acknowledge that the population is going to increase further. The environmental 
impact should also be considered to encourage people to travel by train. It was 
noted that it is one of the busiest stations twice a year due to Glastonbury 
Festival. 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to write letters of 
support and to copy to Ansford Parish Council, Ditcheat Parish Council 
and other neighbouring parishes 

Action 220221/1: Judi Morison 
b) Local Community Network (LCN) update Judi Morison reported that the local survey 

responses are being collated. Tim Cook, Locality Manager at SSDC has been allocated 
to support the pilot.  

c) Youth Matters update Judi Morison reported that another Skate coaching session at 
Fairfield is being funded using the youth funding and advised that she is meeting with a 
youth contact to discuss options and opportunities available.  

d) Town Councillor recruitment campaign update Judi Morison and Penny Steiner are 
working on material to be published over the next few weeks to encourage new 
Councillors to stand for election in May. 

e) Meet the Councillors event – date to be noted It was noted that a Meet the 
Councillors event would be held at the Market House on Saturday 26 March. 

 
Committee Reports, Recommendations & Progress on Major Projects 

 
TC163 Planning Committee & Neighbourhood Plan –  

a) Report from Planning Committee Sally Snook advised that there was no Planning 
Committee meeting held in February so there was nothing to report. 

b) Planning appeal at land north of Ansford Hill – to approve correspondence relating 
to the planning appeal for 200 houses 
Kenneth Gray had circulated a draft of the correspondence to be sent by the Deputy 
Clerk. 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to approve the 
correspondence relating to the planning appeal for 200 houses at Ansford Hill 

Action 220221/2: Deputy Clerk 
c) Foxes Run – to approve correspondence relating to the planning application at Foxes 

Run 
Sally Snook read a draft statement to be sent to the Chief Executives and 
Planning/Highways teams at SSDC and SCC and HSE. 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to approve the 
correspondence relating to the planning application at Foxes Run 

Action 220221/3: Sally Snook/Deputy Clerk 
 

TC164 Properties and Infrastructure Committee 
a) Properties and Infrastructure Committee update report – the Council received a 

report from the Properties and Infrastructure Committee. 
b) To review and agree the access arrangements for bookings in The Shambles and 

agree access arrangements for bookings in the Assembly Room 
RESOLVED: it was proposed and unanimously agreed that access to The 
Shambles should be via the Undercroft outside of office opening hours and that 
the front door must remain locked. 

c) To consider proposal regarding additional cleaning at the Market House 
RESOLVED: It was agreed that Philippa Biddlecombe and the Town Clerk would 
review the cleaning requirements for the Market House. 

Action 220221/4: Philippa Biddlecombe/Town Clerk 
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d) To consider proposal to allow an existing bench at the Cemetery to be replaced 
and dedicated to a family buried in the Cemetery 
Philippa Biddlecombe advised that a request had been received to replace a bench that 
is not currently dedicated to anyone and is in disrepair. It was noted that the tapestries in 
the Chapel could also be dedicated as a memorial. 
RESOLVED: it was proposed and agreed (9 – for, 1 – abstained, 0 – against) to 
allow the bench to be replaced and dedicated to a family buried in the Cemetery. 

 
 

TC165 Marketing and Communications – 

a) Marketing and Communications Committee update report – the Council received a 
report from the Marketing and Communications Committee.  

b) To consider recommendation from Marketing and Communications Committee to 
outsource the production of the newsletter for 2022 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to outsource the 
production of the newsletter for 2022 

c) To consider recommendation from Marketing and Communications Committee to 
allow the use of Fairfield for a Fire Engine Extravaganza in 2023 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and agreed (8 – for, 2 – abstained, 0 – against) to 
allow the use of Fairfield for a Fire Engine Extravaganza in 2023. 

d) To consider recommendation from Marketing and Communications Committee 
that CCTC fund Cary in Bloom in 2022 
Penny Steiner reported that part of the cost of Cary in Bloom would be funded through 
Welcome Back funding from SSDC and funding from The Newt. It was agreed that the 
Town Clerk would check that a peat free product is used. 

Action 220221/5: Town Clerk 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed that CCTC would fund Cary 
in Bloom in 2022 

e) To consider recommendation from Marketing and Communications Committee 
that CCTC will not manage Fun on the Field or Apple Day in 2022 
Penny Steiner reported that local groups would be approached to identify if they would 
organise these events. CCTC would support with publicity. 
RESOLVED: it was proposed and unanimously agreed that CCTC would not 
manage Fun on the Field or Apple Day in 2022 

f) To consider recommendation from Marketing and Communications Committee 
that CCTC support the proposal for a Science Festival in Castle Cary in 2023 
RESOLVED: it was proposed and agreed (9 – for, 1 – abstained, 0 – against) that 
CCTC would support the proposal for a Science Festival in Castle Cary in 2023 

g) To consider proposal from Marketing and Communications Committee to allow 
Fairfield to be used by a Personal Trainer to run classes 
RESOLVED: it was proposed and unanimously agreed to allow Fairfield to be used 
by a Personal Trainer to run classes 

h) Banner Policy - to consider recommendation that the Town Council re- adopts 
the Banner Policy 
RESOLVED: it was proposed and unanimously agreed that the Banner Policy is 
re-adopted without amendment 

i) To consider proposal to agree that funding for the family fun day on 22nd February 
2022 is shared with APC 
Penny Steiner reported that a family/volunteering day was taking place at Fairfield on 
22nd February and that APC would be asked to consider sharing the cost of materials. 

 
Bob Sherrard left the meeting at 20:50 
 
TC166 Finance and Management 
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a) Budget year to date summary – noted 
b) To consider recommendation from Finance and Management Committee to 

approve the Asset Register for 2021/22 
RESOLVED: it was proposed and unanimously agreed to approve the Asset 
Register for 2021/22 with a footnote added regarding the lease of the Market 
House 

c) To consider recommendation from Finance and Management Committee to write 
off an outstanding debt from 2018 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to write off an outstanding 
debt from 2018  

d) Payments - to approve the February 2022 payment schedule for the Town Council 
and the Donald Pither Trust and to nominate Councillors to verify and authorise 
payments. 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed that the February 2022 
payment schedule for the Town Council be approved. 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed that the  February 2022 
payment schedule for the Donald Pither Trust be approved. 
It was agreed that Philippa Biddlecombe would check the invoices against the payments 
and that Judi Morison would execute the payments. 

 
TC167 Market House 

a) Update on Market House project – Pek Peppin reported that there had been a further 
delay as the Architect was unable to attend the last meeting, therefore there was nothing 
to report. 

 
TC168 Meetings dates for 2022 

a) To consider a change to the dates for Planning Committee and Finance  
Committee meetings in May 2022 due to the Parish/Town elections 
RESOLVED: it was proposed and unanimously agreed that the Planning 
Committee meeting due to be held on 9 May would be moved to 3 May and the 
Finance Committee meeting due to be held on 9 May would be cancelled due to 
the Parish Elections taking place on 5 May.  

 
TC169  Local Heritage List 

a) To consider request from Southwest Heritage Trust and agree who will look at  
possible sites in Castle Cary to be nominated for inclusion on the Local Heritage 
List. 
The Town Clerk reported that a request had been received to nominate possible sites in 
Castle Cary to be nominated for inclusion on the Local Heritage List. It was agreed to add 
to the agenda for the next Properties and Infrastructure meeting on 28 March for 
discussion. 
 

TC170 Exclusion of Press and Public  
  To consider exemption of press and public for remainder of meeting under Public  
  Bodies Admissions To Meetings Act 1960, Section 1 (2) on the grounds that    
  discussion of the following business is likely to disclose confidential information  
  relating to the engagement of an employee and is likely to disclose confidential  
  information. 

RESOLVED: It was proposed and agreed unanimously that in accordance with the 
Public Bodies Admissions To Meetings Act 1960, Section 1 (2), the press and public 
be excluded on the grounds that discussion of the following business would 
disclose confidential information. 

 
TC171 Website 
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a) To consider the recommendation of the Marketing and Communications 
Committee to confirm the appointment of a new website provider. 
RESOLVED: it was proposed and unanimously agreed to confirm We Are Chain 
as the new website provider. 

 
TC172 Boxing Day Hunt 

a) To consider re-issuing a statement regarding the Boxing Day Hunt 
RESOLVED: it was proposed and agreed (6 – for, 3 – abstained, 0 – against) that 
a statement be re-issued regarding the Boxing Day Hunt 

b) To consider draft letter to the organisers of the Blackmore and Sparkford Vale 
Hunt 
RESOLVED: it was proposed and agreed (6 – for, 3 – abstained) that the draft 
letter be approved and send to the organiser of the Blackmore and Sparkford 
Vale Hunt 

 
The meeting concluded at 21:13 hours. 
 
Members of the Council are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following 
matters in the exercise of its functions, that “No member of the public, job applicant, elected 
member or employee shall receive less favourable treatment on the grounds of gender, race, sexual 
orientation, marital status or disability” 
 
The next meeting of the Town Council will be held on Monday 21st March 2022 at 7:00pm. 
Any items for inclusion on the agenda should be forwarded to the Town Clerk by Thursday 
10th March 2022. 


